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Ready, set, rollover!

Your Rollover Plan is your guide to being 
prepared for the new study period. 

You might enact your Rollover Plan once a 
year, every semester or term, or even 
continuously throughout the year.

A great Rollover Plan is comprised of 
4 key components:



Rollover tip 1: Have a plan

Roles and responsibilities
○ Within your team, your school, and externally

Order of operations
○ What needs to happen, in what order?

New tech
○ Are you rolling out any new tools or technologies?

Deadlines
○ When does it need to happen by?



Rollover tip 2: Understand how your SIS works

Are new courses created automatically or 
manually?

Is cleanup required? Will you need to add 
courses to sub-accounts or terms?

Do you need to conclude your courses?



Rollover tip 3: Design a content migration strategy

Option 1: Copy all content Option 2: Curate your content

2 approaches to rolling over content:



Blueprint

With Blueprint, you can 
build a course full of 
learning objects, 
associate other courses 
to it. 

You can push changes 
from the Blueprint to the 
associated courses 
through syncing. 
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Course Copy: All Content

If you are allowed to create Canvas 
courses, you can copy a course and 
create a new course shell.

Courses should be copied when you 
want to use or repurpose previously 
created content including settings, 
assignments, modules, files, pages, 
discussions, quizzes, and question 
banks. You can also copy or adjust 
events and due dates.



Course Copy: Select specific content

Using the Course Import Tool, 
you can choose to select specific 
content as part of the import. 

This option allows you to select 
specific pieces of content, such 
as assignments, settings, and 
files, without importing the entire 
course.



Commons

Commons is a learning 
object repository that 
enables instructors to find, 
import, and share resources. 

As a digital library, 
Commons allows Canvas 
users to share learning 
resources with other users 
as well as import learning 
resources into a Canvas 
course.



Rollover tip 4: Empower your instructors

Rollover is a time to refresh and renew course content.

Create safe spaces to learn and experiment by giving instructors their own 
sandbox courses.

Use this opportunity to upskill your instructors in the new features available.



Ready Releases: 
New Features in 2020



Direct Share

Direct Share allows users to 
copy individual course items to 
another course and share 
individual items with other 
users. 

This change allows content to 
be shared directly in Canvas 
without having to use a 
secondary repository like 
Commons. 



Direct Share - Send to

Users can search for other users via email address. Content can be sent to 
users with instructor-based roles who can manage course content.
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Direct Share - Copy to

The Copy To option is used to copy 
content to another course. 

Instructors can only copy content to their 
own courses. Admins can copy content 
to any course in the account.



Bulk update assignment dates

Instructors can update due 
dates and availability dates 
for multiple assessments 
once. 

Additionally, if you previously 
assigned different due dates 
for sections, students, or 
groups, you can bulk update 
these due and availability 
dates.



Bulk update assignment dates



Blueprint - Sync on association

Courses can now be associated 
with the Blueprint and 
synchronised in a single step.



Link validator - now with confetti! 🎊



4 components of your winning Rollover plan

1. Have a plan

2. Understand how your SIS works

3. Design a content migration strategy

4. Empower your instructors


